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IDENTIFICATION 


If the missionary is judged, as | belieyg\hé is judged, not by 
what he does, but by who and what he i&; by his willingness to 
receive as well as to give; by his acceptance of his rightful place 
in the congregation, be that high or low, leader of\sérvant; by 
his identification with people among whom he is called to live, 
it follows that he must study to understand their ways and as- 


pirations in order the more deeply to commit himself. In this 
decade in South Africa such identification is certainly against 
custom and is rapidly becoming suspect in the eyes of the law. 
Even where there is a genuine desire for identification, its reali- 
zation is almost hopelessly difficult. The white missionary will 
be identified with the whites first and the missionaries after- 
wards, and then only in so far as he proves himself. Preoccupied 
by administrative detail, befriended by his fellow-whites with 
whom most of his leisure is spent, he becomes too busy for 
language-study, too self-important to risk his neck by non- 
compliance in the common law of Apartheid. . . . § Worthy am- 
bitions may so easily take precedence in his mind over the need 
for fearless alignment with the hopes and wishes of those with 
whom and for whom he is pledged to live and work. His ideals 
of service, his unremitting toil, the selfless expenditure of his 
days, are meaningless if the desire for this identification is lost. 
§ For nothing that he can do, by the skill of his hands or the 
devotion of his life, can ever repay one hundredth part of the 
damage that, by their arrogance and greed, he and his people 
have caused. Only common friendship and genuine affection 
can be counted on the credit side; and friendship and love are 


in pitifully short supply between men of different color in South 
Africa. 


—ANTHONY BARKER in The Man Next to Me, just published by Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
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November 8: To Choose Moral Leadership 





Thomas View Challenged 


I want to thank THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
Look for extending its always valuable 
news coverage of religion at home and 
abroad to include this momentous election, 
the candidates, the parties and the very 
interesting lists of Who’s for Whom. It 
is appropriate and useful, it seems to me, 
not only because of the Catholic issue but 
because the character of the man elected 
may give us the clear, difficult, Christian 
moral leadership we need, or fail to do so. 

In this context I am bound to admit to 
a deep disappointment in the statement of 
Dr. Thomas (Oct. 24), a man I have ad- 
raired along with hosts of other Southern 
Presbyterians. His given reason for vot- 
ing Republican is that he does not want 
a strong national government, “no matter 
how worthy the social ends in view.” 
Even when the end in view is to feed the 
hungry and provide jobs for the jobless, 
Dr. Thomas? 

If this is his considered position he 
must have really applauded when Mr. Ei- 
senhower vetoed two bills for relief to 
such depressed areas as the Kentucky and 
West Virginia coal fields, where hundreds 
of men, women and children are cold and 
hungry and will be colder and hungrier 
as winter grips them. In these vetoes I 
discover no sign of “the social concern 
which seems as sincere and as far-reach- 
ing as that of the Democrats,” according 
to Dr. Thomas. 

And when Dr. Thomas says, “In foreign 
affairs I see no basic difference between 
the parties aNp the candidates,” I can 
only assume that Dr. Thomas has declared 
a moratorium on the printed word, since 
I know him to be intelligent and literate. 
It distresses me to have to conclude he 
belongs in the category of the man who 
said, “Don’t confuse me with facts; my 
mind is made up.” 

I am glad to be in the category of Dr. 
Brown (Oct. 24), whose endorsement of 
Senator Kennedy concludes with these 
trenchant words, “I prefer a courageous 
voice in the White House to an unctious 
one.” 

Dororuy M. (Mrs. Robert W.) MILEs. 


Principal, Sayre School, Lexington, Ky. 


Dr. THOMAS comments: I wish my ad- 
mired friend, Mrs. Miles, had applied her 
trenchant pen to my central thesis rather 
than to the surprising inference that those 
who do not favor the Democratic program 
are not duly sensitive to unemployment 
and hunger. Space prevents my discussion 
of the reasons for Eisenhower’s veto of 
the two bills mentioned. I can only say 
that I am as anxious as she is that the 
hungry should eat; less anxious, it would 
seem, that they be fed handouts from 
Washington; and apparently much more 
anxious that they have freedom as well as 
food. In regard to the printed word of 
the candidates (and of the platforms, 
which I have also read) I readily concede 
that Kennedy far out-promises Nixon and 
that the Democratic utopia is in many 
respects beautiful to contemplate. Repub- 
lican promises are more realistic and re- 
sponsible and thus ultimately more apt 
to promote the social ends we all share as 
Christians. Where Kennedy says how he 
will implement his promises, I feel that 
he reveals much fiscal and economic un- 
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soundness, not to speak of his advocacy 
of the centralization of power in Wash- 
ington which was the main concern of 
my statement. Where he does not say 
how, I fear that I shall have to remain a 
doubting Thomas. 


Church Bell Needed 


Does your church have a church bell, no 
longer being used, and would you be will- 
ing to donate it to a small country church 
which is in the midst of a rebuilding pro- 
gram? The pastor writes that they will 
provide transportation. If you have one, 
write to me, and we will arrange for your 
bell to once more call the people from the 
surrounding countryside to come and wor- 
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

JAMES M. Carr, Secretary. 
Town and Country Church Dept. 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


NOVEMBER, 1960 
Religion in American Life Month 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), A Charge to 
Keep I Have, Hymnbook 301. 
November emphasis (U. S.), Stewardship 
and Every Member Canvass. 
Nov. 8, Election Day. 
Nov. 10, 477th birthday of Martin Luther. 
Nov. 11, Veterans’ Day. 
Nov. 13, Stewardship or Dedication Sun- 
day. EMC (U. S., UPUSA & NCC). 
Nov. 13-19, World Fellowship Week, 
YWCA. 
Nov. 16-17, Board of Christian Education, 
UPUSA. 
Nov. 16-18, Natl. Study Conf., on Migrant 
Labor, Washington, D. C., NCC. 

Nov. 17-19, Effective City Church Consul- 
tation, Pittsburgh, Pa., NCC. 
Nov. 20, Thanksgiving Sunday; 

Day (U. S.). 
Nov. 20-22, NCC Committee on Coopera- 


Homes 


tion in Latin America, Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. 
Nov. 20-27, Share-Our-Surplus 
Church World Service, NCC. 
Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Day. 
Nov. 27, Advent Sunday. National Missions 
Day (UPUSA); Evangelism Sunday 
(U. S.). 


Appeal, 


DECEMBER, 1960 


Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Come, Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus, Hymnbook 151. 
December Emphasis (U. S.), Ministerial 

Relief. 

December 3-9, National Council of Church- 
es, San Francisco: 

Dec. 3-4, Men’s Assembly, 
Church Men. 

Dec. 3-9, NCC General Board. 

Dec. 4-9, Triennial General Assembly. 

Dec. 5-7, Assemblies, NCC Divisions of 
Christian Life and Work, Christian 
Education, Foreign Missions, Home 
Missions. 

Dec. 10, Human Rights Day. 

Dec. 11, Universal Bible Study. 

Dec. 13, Friends of the WCC, New York. 

Dec. 18, Joy Gift Offering (U.S.). White 
Gift (UPUSA). 

Dec. 19-20, Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations, UPUSA. 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day. Student Home- 
coming Sunday (UPUSA). Christian 
Student Sunday (U.S.). 

Dec. 27, Seventh Quadrennial Youth Con- 
vention, Dallas, Texas (U.S.). 


United 





MODERATORS’ ITINERARIES 





United Presbyterian, USA—Herman L. Tur- 
ner, 2461 Peachtree Rd., N. E., Atlanta 5, 
Ga. 


Nov. 5, Agnes Scott College, Atlanta, Ga. 

Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m., Netherland Hilton Ho- 
tel, Cincinnati, Presbyterian Men of 
Greater Cincinnati. 

Nov. 13, Delaware, Ohio. 

Nov. 14, First church, Steubenville, Ohio, 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov. 15, Committee on Church Union, Chi- 
cago. 

Nov. 20, Atlanta. 

Nov. 21, Presbytery of Minneapolis. 

Nov. 22, Presbytery of Detroit. 

Nov. 27, Atlanta. 

Nov. 29, Presbytery of Huntsville, Ala. 

Dec. 5, Church officers of Bloomfield Pres- 
bytery, Bloomfield College (N.J.) gym- 
nasium. 

Dec. 6, Bloomfield. 

Dec. 7, Atlanta. 





WHO’S FOR WHOM? 





Many American church leaders were requested to state their preference between 
the Presidential nominees for the November 8 election. Their responses, continued 


from last week, are given below: 


FOR KENNEDY 


JOHN C. BENNETT, dean, Union Seminary, 
New York. 

PAUL TILLICH, Cambridge, Mass., Univer- 
sity professor, Harvard University. 


R. P. PERRY, Charlotte, N. C., president, 
Johnson C. Smith University. 


(All returns are reported here except two 
that were unsigned and three whose 
preference was not made clear on their 
cards.) 


FOR NIXON 


WARREN W. OST, New York, NCC director, 
Christian Ministry in the National Parks. 

E. E. RYDER, Rock Island, IIl., editor, Augus- 
tana Evangelical Lutheran Companion. 

CARADINE R. HOOTEN, Washington, D. C., 
general secretary, Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance. 

JOHN C. CHAPIN, Detroit, Mich., Com- 
munications Dept. director, Episcopal dio- 
cese. 

D. WARD NICHOLS, Huntington Sta., L.I., 
N.Y., Bishop, A. M. E. Church. 


Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 
15¢ a copy. $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 


e A croup of Christians from a num- 
ber of denominations in Great Britain 
has formed a committee within the frame- 
work of the campaign for nuclear dis- 
armament in order to gain the support 
of their churches for the campaign. Sev- 
eral Anglican bishops are included in the 
leadership. Among American supporters 
are President Herman Gezork of An- 
dover-Newton Seminary, Professor L. H. 
DeWolf, Boston University School of 
Theology, and George A. Buttrick, Union 
Seminary, New York... . e THE EXx- 
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, an inter-denomination- 
al peace group, has called on the U. S. 
government to abandon economic sanc- 
tion against the Cuban regime of Premier 
Fidel Castro. ... e A FIVE-YEAR $500,- 
000 study to determine the present status 
and extent of anti-Semitism in the U. S. 
is to be undertaken by the University of 
California. .. . e A $10,000 CorNELL 
UNIVERSITY study of the movement to- 
ward unity within the Christian church 
has been launched under the direction of 
a Protestant minister (Ewell J. Reagin, 
a Presbyterian) and a Catholic priest 
(Richard T. Torney)... . e More THAN 
750,000 people in Florida's “Gold Coast” 
(Miami) area are either unchurched or 
not affiliated with local churches and 
synagogues, according to a recent survey. 

. e AMERICAN METHopitsTs have been 
strongly urged to continue their spiritual 
and financial support of the denomina- 
tion’s projects in Cuba “at a time when 
it can mean perhaps more than ever be- 
fore.”. . . e CHURCHES OF ALL denom- 
inations in Cuba are “wide open and hold 
all the services they have ever held,” 
according to Herbert Caudill, director of 
Southern Baptist activities in the western 
half of Cuba... . @ Fears THAT Euro- 
pean Anglican clergymen at present work- 
ing in the Union of South Africa will 
be “under a constant threat of deporta- 
tion” if they continue to oppose the gov- 
ernment’s apartheid (racial segregation) 
policv have been yoiced by Bishop-desig- 
nate Ernest Urban Trevor Huddleston of 
Masasi. .. . e WITH THEIR FIRST New 
York City church established last year, 
Southern Baptists now have five churches, 
eleven chapels and seven fellowship 
groups there. New goals call for ten 
additional churches and 30 more chapels. 
Southern Baptist nationwide objective by 
1964: 30,000 new churches and missions. 





Docherty in Detroit for 
Reformation Service 


DETROIT, Micu. (RNS)—Politics was 
a muted, if not altogether muzzled topic 
at the 14th annual Protestant Reforma- 
tion Festival sponsored here by the De- 
troit Council of Churches and attended 
by more than 4,000 worshippers. 

The only reference to the 1960 U:S. 
Presidential election came in remarks by 
George MacGregor Docherty, minister 
of New York Avenue United Presbyte- 
rian church, Washington, D.C., prefacing 
his Reformation sermon. 

“T agreed to make this address last 
February,”’ Dr. Docherty said, “but a lot 
has hapened since then, particularly in 
Los Angeles.” It was there that the Dem- 
ocratic Party convention nominated Sen. 
John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, a 
Roman Catholic, as its 1960 standard 
bearer. 


Would Vote for Kennedy 


“T came here to talk about Master 
John Knox (16th century Scottish Re- 
former and statesman), not about Sena- 
tor Kennedy,” said Dr. Docherty. “But 
I will tell you that if I had the right to 
vote under the archaic and anachronistic 
election laws of the District of Columbia, 
I would cast my ballot for Mr. Kennedy. 
Now, on with the speech.” 

Officials of the council, which represents 
more than 800 churches of 33 denomina- 
tions in the Detroit area, had announced 
that their annual observance of the birth- 
day of Protestantism would be kept on 
its traditional high plane and that poli- 
tics would be avoided, in contrast to the 
plans of some fundamentalist church 
bodies to turn Reformation observances 
into a nationwide anti-Kennedy political 
rally. 

Leading participants in the Detroit fes- 
tival included Gov. G. Mennen Williams, 
City Council President Mary V. Beck, 
officers of the Detroit Council of Church- 
es, and local executive heads of its con- 
stituent denominations. 

The service began with a colorful pro- 
cession of clergy and lay leaders into the 
Masonic Temple auditorium, their ap- 
proach heralded by trumpeters rimming 
the vast altar-stage who sounded the 
processional hymn, “God of Our Fa- 
thers.” Earlier, the Salvation Army Cita- 
del Band gave a 30-minute sacred concert. 

A 500-voice massed choir provided 
snecial music, and a dazzling center of 
worship simulating a cathedral stained 


Nine Men Return 
From U.S. to Congo 


Nine men temporarily furloughed from 
missionary duty in the Congo this fall 
have returned to Leopoldville to take up 
work to be assigned them by the Presby- 
terian, U. S., mission there. They are: 
Day Carper, William F. Pruitt, George 
T. McKee, Jr., Robert W. Reinhold, 
Charles Ross, Jr., Thomas T. Stixrud, 
William F. Stockwell, Campbell D. Wal- 
lace and a new missionary, Donald Watt. 

These are added to the 38 Presbyterian 
missionaries in the Congo, which number 
was reached when 14 women (and eight 
children) were flown from Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, into the Kasai Prov- 
ince Oct. 8. All the rest of the 161 mis- 
sionaries assigned to the Congo are in 
the United States on regular or special 
furlough. They expect to return next 
summer. 


Korea’s Yonsei Opens 
After End of Revolt 


SEOUL, KoreEA (RNS)—Yonsei Uni- 
versity, which had been all but shut down 
to prevent what administrators termed 
attempted “mob rule” by striking student 
and faculty elements, has been fully re- 
opened, with students back in classes and 
negotiations under way to settle griev- 
ances (OvuTLOOK, Oct. 17, 24). 

The board of directors of the inter- 
denominational Protestant mission-sup- 
ported institution has agreed to recon- 
sider requests that three faculty members 
dismissed bv officials last summer be 
given a new hearing by a special board- 
appointed committee. 

In addition, a special Committee on 
Faculty Tenure has been formed under 
board authorization to consider future 
tenure policy. This committee comprises 
representatives of the board of directors, 
the faculty and Yonsei alumni. 

Korean membership of the board has 
been strengthened in the appointment of 
several nationals as new members, in- 
cluding two Presbyterians and two Meth- 
odists. 





glass window served as a background for 
a large, colorfully-decorated altar. 


Clarified Issues 

In his address, Dr. Docherty did much 
to clarify many of the issues which for 
four centuries have clung to Christiani- 
ty’s splintered groups concerning the ori- 








gins and causes of the Reformation. 

He acknowledged that “the burnings 
were not all on one side,” pointing out 
that Protestants as well as Catholics per- 
secuted dissenters. “These were times 
when life was cheap,” he said. 

He added that the Reformation was 
not a protest against the morals of the 
Roman Catholic clergy, but a movement 
of the common people toward individual 
liberty of conscience. He asserted: 

“The Roman Catholic Church itself de- 
plored the morals of the medieval clergy 
at a time when the morals of all people 
were not good. Through the Counter Ref- 
ormation the Church of Rome rooted out 
this immorality and established a morality 
within the Roman Catholic clergy that is 
as hich today if not higher than that of 
the Protestant clergy. 

“Also, John Knox was not against 
bishops as such. Just remember, he him- 
self was offered a bishopric and turned it 
down. What he was against were those 
bishops who were in league with royalty, 
so that the people had no place to turn.” 


Ferre Stresses Need 
For “New Reformation” 


Drs MorInes, IA. (RNS )—Western civ- 
ilization was warned here by a prominent 
Protestant theologian to accept the chal- 
lenge of a new “reformation” in its 
moral, political and social life or face 
Communist domination. 

rhe West has two avenues of escape 
from world catastrophe—become subser- 
vient to Communism or “repent and re- 
form,” Nels F. S. Ferre of Andover 
Newton Theologic al School, Newton Cen- 
ter, Mass., told the Mid-West Regional 
Meeting of the Congregational Christian 
Churches. 

One alternative, he said, is that Com- 
munism “will sweep the world with its 
stern Puritanism. Before its austere com- 
mitment our cancan decadence, our liq 
uored moral blur, our fashion-tied econ- 
omy, our surplus-rotting, 


price-pegged 
American way of life. . 


. may cave in.” 

Or, he declared, “we can accept the 
self-discipline that is true freedom. We 
can negotiate with sincerity and good- 
will . . . we can use and not prostitute 
the United Nations . . . we can disarm 
and plan our economy for peace.” 

“We can firm our flabby muscles into 
creative rectitude,” he continued. ‘“We 
can dethrone the triumvirate of profit, 
liquor and sex as the ruling attractions 
of life and, instead of them, accept the 
reign of God, high and lifted up, whose 
presence fills the whole temple of life 
with moral satisfaction, social fulfillment 
and public welfare.” 

The new “reformation,” Dr. Ferre 
stated, must not be a retreat into the past; 
it cannot ignore modern knowledge. 

“TInfantilism in religion cannot save us 
now, he said. “Our comfort in this day 
of decision must be courage . God- 
inspired . . . to face the ever-widening 
horizons of the modern world view.” 


4 


Western civilization, he cautioned, 
must maintain “a high enough faith, a 
general enough faith to change the direc- 
tion of human history.” 

The theologian addressed 
and laymen from 19 states. 


ministers 


Court Overrules Board 
In “Koinonia” Case 

Macon, Ga. (RNS) — U.S. District 
Judge W. A. Bootle ruled here that the 
Americus (Ga.) School Board could not 
deny three white students from the con- 
troversial Koinonia Farm community ad- 
mission to a high school “solely on 
grounds of religious and social practice 
and beliefs.””’ (OurLook, Oct. 10, 17.) 

In issuing a permanent restraining or- 
der, the judge said his decision did not 
prevent the school board from following 
its usual entrance requirements. 


JERSEY SYNOD SETS 
CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE 
Ocean City, N.J. (RNS)—Plans for 
a three-year campaign to raise $1,577,500 
for capital funds were approved by the 
United Presbyterian Synod of New Jersey 
at its 138th annual meeting here. 
Delegates also appropriated $407,000 
for current expenses of seven synod-sup- 
ported causes, including $170,000 for 
homes, $75,000 for new church develop- 


burgh) 


FIRST SINCE 1602—Queen Elizabeth II leaves 
St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh with Moder- 
ator J. H. S. Burleigh after addressing the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
connection with the 400th anniversary of the 
Scottish Reformation (Outlook. Oct. 24). She 
is the first sovereign to attend the Assembly 
since 1602. (Courtesy, Life and Work, Edin- 


ment, and $55,000 for Bloomfield (N.J.) 
College. 

Charles R. Ehrhardt of Newark was 
elected synod moderator to replace Fred 
W. Druckenmiller of Union, N.J. 


Granville Presbytery (N.C.) 
Rejects Segregation Effort 

Oxrorpb, N.C. (RNs )—Granville Pres- 
bytery of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
overwhelmingly rejected at a meeting here 
an anti-integrationist proposal which 
would have restricted use of its new 
camp, Presbytery Point, to presbytery 
members only. Only two votes supported 
the effort. Granville Presbytery does not 
vet have a Negro church or any Negro 
members within its bounds but efforts are 
being made to begin a church in Raleigh. 
The pastor, W. D. McInnis, chairman of 
the presbytery’s Camp Development Com- 
mittee, did not share the attitude of the 
majority of his Session and voted against 
the proposal. 

The presbytery directed that the camp 
“continue to be operated on the policies 
already adopted” under which a United 
Christian Youth Movement conference 
last July was attended by five Negroes 
besides the white delegates. The camp is 
located on the shore of Kerr Lake, a fed- 
eral flood control project. 
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@ Toward Order in Worship (continued) 


Two Directories 


Two Presbyterian Directories for Wor- 
ship are currently being studied. A Pres- 
byterian, U. S., committee, revising the 
Book of Church Order, has submitted 
an initial draft for study and discussion 
within the presbyteries, with comments 
to be returned to it by November 15. Fur- 
ther along is the directory, approved by 
the United Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly and now being voted on by the 
presbyteries during this year. The latter 
directory was prepared by a joint commit- 
tee from the U. S. and UPUSA churches. 
Several comparable sections of the direc- 
tories have appeared here since Oct. 17. 
The concluding portion will be published 
next week.—EpIrTors. 


U.S. DrrecTory 








CHAPTER 12. PROFESSION OF FAITH 
AND ADMISSION TO THE LORD'S 
TABLE 


272-1 Children born within the church 
are under the care of the church. They 
are to be taught to love God, and to obey 
and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
they come to years of discretion they 
should be earnestly reminded that they 
are members of the church by birthright, 
and that it is their duty and privilege 
personally to profess before men their 
faith in Christ and to seek admission to 
the Lord’s Supper. (358) 

212-2 The time when young persons 
come to years of discretion is not precisely 
fixed. It is left to the prudence of the Ses- 
sion to judge, after careful examination, 
the qualifications of those who apply for 
admission to the Lord’s Table. Knowledge 
and understanding of the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Apostles’ Creed, and the Decalogue is 
desirable. 359) 

212-3 When unbaptized persons apply 
for admission to the Lord’s Table, they 
shall, in all ordinary cases, give to the 
Session satisfaction with respect to their 
faith and piety, make a profession of their 
faith and purpose of obedience in the pres- 
ence of the congregation, and thereupon 
be baptized. The Session shall admit them 
to the Lord’s Table and enroll them as 
communing members of the particular 
church. (360) 

212-4 When baptized persons apply for 
admission to the Lord’s Table, they shall, 
in all ordinary cases, give to the Session 
satisfaction with respect to their faith and 
piety, make a profession of their faith and 
purpose of obedience in the presence of 
the congregation. The Session shall admit 
them to the Lord’s Table and enroll them 
as communing members of the particular 
church. (361) 

212-5 The time having come during 
Public worship for the making of a 
public profession of faith and obedience, 
and those who have been approved by the 
Session having taken their places in the 
presence of the congregation, the minister 
(or in the absence of a minister, one of 
the ruling elders appointed by the Session 
to preside) shall proceed after the follow- 
ing or like form: 

(a) He shall state that of the number 
of those who were baptized in infancy as 
members of the church by birthright and 
heirs of the covenant promises, the Ses- 
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sion has examined and approved as to 
(their) faith in Christ, and knowledge to 
discern the Lord’s body A, B, and C, who 
come now to assume for themselves the 
full privileges and responsibilities of their 
inheritance in the household of faith. 

(b) If there are present any candidates 
for baptism, the minister shall state that: 
the Session has examined and approved as 
to (their) personal experience of divine 
grace, and (their) acceptance of Christ 
as Savior and Lord D, E, and F, who are 
cordially welcomed into the goodly fellow- 
ship of the Saints, and present themselves 
for baptism. 

(c) The minister shall then address 
those making a profession. He may use 
the following, or like form: “(All of) you 
being present to make a public profession 
of your faith, are to assent to the follow- 
ing declarations and promises, by which 
you enter into a solemn covenant with 
Christ and his church: 

(1) Do you acknowledge yourselves 
to be sinners in the sight of God, and 
without hope save in his sovereign 
mercy? 

(2) Do you believe in Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God and Savior of sinners, 
and do you receive and depend upon him 
alone for salvation as he is offered in 
the gospel? 

3) Do you now, repenting all sin, 
and conforming your life to his teaching 
and example, accept Jesus Christ as 
your Lord; and do you promise and re- 
solve, in reliance upon the promised aid 
of the Holy Spirit, to live as becomes a 
disciple of Christ? 

(4) Do you promise to serve Christ in 
his church by supporting and participat- 
ing in its worship and work to the best 
of your ability? 

(5) Do you submit yourselves to the 
government and discipline of the 
church, and promise to further its purity 
and peace?” 

After these questions have been an- 
swered in the affirmative, baptism may be 
administered if there are present any can- 
didates for this ordinance. Prayer shall 
then be offered, after which the minister 
may declare: “Inasmuch as you have made 
profession of your faith and obedience, 
have received Christian baptism, and have 
by the church Session been admitted to 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, I now 
declare you possessed of all the privileges 
of this congregation and of the full fel- 
lowship of the church universal.” 

A brief charge as to the importance of 
the solemn obligations assumed may be 
given to the candidates and to the church. 
The whole shall be concluded with a bene- 
diction. (362) 

212-4 When a church member is re- 
ceived into the fellowship of a particular 
church by a certificate of dismission, by 
other satisfactory testimonials, or upon 
reaffirmation of his original covenant ob- 
ligations, the reception by the Session 
shall be announced to the congregation at 
public worship, and the person be recom- 
mended to them for their Christian con- 
fidence and affection. (363) 





(EDITORS’ NOTE—Since these sections 
are not precisely comparable, with differ- 
ent organization in the two directories, 
reference should be made to material car- 
ried here last week.) 





CHAPTER 138. THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S 
SUPPER 


213-1 The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is to be celebrated frequently. The 
stated times are to be determined by the 
Session for each congregation, as it may 
judge most for edification. (364) 

213-2 Upon the days appointed for the 
celebration by the congregation, the Ses- 
sion may authorize that the sacrament be 
administered in connection with the visi- 
tation of the sick of that congregation pro- 
vided that it be requested by the sick per- 
son and that other members of the Session 
be present with the minister. 

213-3 Higher church courts may ap- 
point times for the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper either during their sessions 
or in connection with some gathering of 
believers which is under their control. 

213-4 The Lord’s Supper is to be admin- 
istered only by a minister of the Word 
and sacraments ordained thereunto. If 
the elements are to be taken to the people 
in their pews, the ruling elders of the con- 
gregation (whether or not in active serv- 
ice in the Session) shall receive from the 
hands of the minister and distribute to 
the people. In a church which lacks suffi- 
cient ruling elders for this purpose, dea- 
cons (or in necessity other church mem- 
bers) may be invited by the minister and 
Session to serve in distributing the ele- 
ments. 

213-5 Public notice should be given to 
the congregation at least one week before 
the celebration of this ordinance. Bither 
then, or on some other day prior to the 
administration, the people should be in- 
structed in its nature, and urged to make 
due preparation for it, that all may come 
in a suitable manner to this holy feast. 

(365) 

213-6 When the time for the adminis- 
tration of the sacrament has come, the 
minister shall show: 

That this is an ordinance of Christ; by 
reading the words of institution, either 
from one of the Evangelists, or from 1 
Corinthians 11, which, as to him may ap- 
pear expedient, he may explain and apply; 
that it is to be observed in remembrance 
of Christ, to show forth his death till he 
come; that it is of inestimable benefit to 
strengthen his people against sin, to sup- 
port them under troubles, to encourage 
and quicken them in duty, to inspire them 
with love and zeal, to increase their faith 
and holy resolution, and to beget peace 
of conscience and comfortable hope of eter- 
nal life. (366) 

He shall invite to partake of the sacra- 
ment all those who are members of some 
evangelical communion, who trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and repent of their sins 
and who would convenant afresh to live 
as disciples of Christ. ' (366) 


He shall also warn the ignorant, the 
profane, the unrepentant not to approach 
the holy table. It is proper also to give 
a special invitation to non-communicants 
to remain during the service that they 
may be instructed by observing the sacra- 
ment, 

213-7 The table, on which the bread 
and wine are placed and properly covered 
with a white cloth, should be so con- 
veniently placed that at least some com- 
municants may sit about it. The ruling 
elders should be together at a convenient 
place. The congregation should be orderly 
and reverently assembled. The minister 
should then set the elements apart, by 
prayer and thanksgiving which shall in- 
clude remembrance of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ and shall supplicate the 
Holy Spirit to sanctify the Sacrament 
unto the people’s edification. 








The bread and wine being thus set apart 
by prayer and thanksgiving, the minister 
is to take the bread, and break it in the 
view of the people, saying: 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same 
night in which he was betrayed, having 
taken bread, and blessed and broken it, 
gave it to his disciples; as I, ministering 
in his name, give this bread unto you; 
saying (here the bread is to be distrib- 
uted), ‘Take, eat; this is my body, which 
is broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.’” 

After having given the bread, he shall 
take the cup, and say: 

“After the same manner our Savior also 
took the cup, and having given thanks, as 
hath been done in his name, he gave it 
to the disciples, saying (while the min- 
ister is repeating these words let him give 
the cup), ‘This cup is the New Testament 
in my blood, which is shed for many, for 
the remission of sins: drink all ye of it.’” 

It is recommended that the elders be 
served first and that they then serve the 
minister and the congregation. (367) 

213-8 Since believers are to act per- 
sonally in all their covenanting with the 
Lord, it is proper that a part of the time 
occupied in the distribution of the ele- 
ments should be spent by all in silent 
communion with God, thanksgiving, in- 
tercession, and prayer. (368) 

213-9 After all have communicated, the 
minister should offer a prayer of thanks- 
giving. The congregation should sing a 
psalm or hymn, and be dismissed with 
some New Testament benediction. (369) 

213-10 A special offering for the poor, 
or other sacred purpose, is appropriate in 
connection with the occasion of the Lord’s 
Supper, and may be made at such time 
as shall be ordered by the Session. (370) 
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CHAPTER VI. The Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper 

Section 1. Whereas God receives men 
once for all into his family in the sacra- 
ment of baptism, in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper he offers them the contin- 
ued spiritual nourishment upon which 
their eternal life depends, and he sustains 
them in the fellowship of the body of 
Christ. 

The Session shall determine how often 
the opportunity to partake of this sacra- 
ment may be provided in each church. It 
is fitting that it be observed as frequently 
as on each Lord’s Day, and it ought to 
be observed frequently and _ regularly 
enough that it is seen as a proper part of, 
and not an addition to, the worship of God 
by his people. 

Section 2. Christians have differing 
names for this holy meal, but these shall 
be construed as signifying the one sacra- 
ment. It is sometimes called the Lord’s 
Supper, recalling its institution by Christ 
when the apostles were eating with him 
in the upper room. It is sometimes called 
the Breaking of Bread, describing the 
sacramental action by which Christ is 
known to his disciples. It is sometimes 
called the Holy Communion, as a reminder 
of the fellowship of believers with their 
Lord and with one another. It is some- 
times called the Eucharist (or thanks- 
giving), in which God’s people receive 
with grateful joy the gifts he has prepared 
for them. In the sacramental action des- 
ignated by all these names, the Word 
of God is exhibited and offered to the 
believer. 

Section 3. The Holy Table is none other 
than Christ’s Table. He invites those who 
put their trust in him to share in the feast 
which he has prepared. 
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The Words of Institution set forth the 
sacrament as originating in Christ’s com- 
mand, and make plain that those worship- 
ing do so in obedience to his will. Hereby 
they participate in the continuing history 
of the people of God until Christ comes 
again. 

The participation of the entire congre- 
gation in the service—in the singing of 
psalms and hymns, the offering of prayers, 
and the reception of the elements—demon- 
strates that God has redeemed a people, 
and that individuals come to the table 
as members of a corporate fellowship. 

The prayers and responses witnessing 
to the communion of saints, testify that 
this fellowship includes all the faithful 
everywhere, both in heaven and on earth, 
and not simply those visibly assembled. 

The invocation of the Holy Spirit sig- 
nifies and seeks to ensure that what takes 
place in the sacrament is not of man’s 
doing, but is done by the grace of God. 

The breaking of the bread and the pour- 
ing of the wine show forth that Christ 
gave his own body to be broken and his 
life to be poured out on man’s behalf, in 
his offering of himself on the cross. 

The distribution and partaking of the 
elements show forth the reality of men’s 
union with Christ by faith, and their will- 
ingness that his presence should abide in 
them. 

The promise of Christ’s presence in the 
midst of those who receive this sacrament 
witnesses to the reality of his resurrection 
from the dead and is a foretaste of eternal 
fellowship with him. 

The prayers of thanksgiving, the sing- 
ing of psalms and hymns, and men’s of- 
fering of themselves show forth the re- 
sponse in praise and selfgiving which is 
required of those who receive such gifts 
as are here set forth. 

Let no one presume that words can 
exhaust the meaning of the sacrament, 
but let each one search in the light of 
the Word of God for such further truth 
as God may be pleased to reveal to him. 

Since the sacrament is an action in 
which the whole church participates, and 
is part of the public witness of the church 
to the power of the Word, it is normally 
to be celebrated as the culmination of the 
public worship of God, and shall not be 
isolated from the acts of worship which 
precede and follow it. 

While the sacrament witnesses primari- 
ly to the power of God’s love toward the 
sinner, and the promise of his grace to all 
who believe, it provides also a means 
whereby his children, in public reception 
of the elements and in response to the 
great gifts of God conveyed by them, can 
show forth their faith in God by offering 
themselves to him in love and praise. 

Since no one can come to the Lord’s 
Table as a worthy recipient of God’s gifts, 
but must trust utterly that God in his 
graciousness will welcome those who are 
unworthy, participation in the sacrament 
is to be understood as a privilege given to 
the undeserving rather than a right con- 
ferred upon the worthy. Since this sacra- 
ment is offered out of the fullness of God’s 
love, it is to be received in joyful grati- 
tude that the power of the gospel extends 
to God’s undeserving children, and there- 
by unites them all in a common depend- 
ence upon him. 

The sacrament is more than a memorial 
to, or reminder of, God’s love set forth 
in Christ. It is a means, appointed for 
men by Christ, through which is demon- 
strated the present power and reality of 
Christ in the hearts of those who gather 
around his table, and which lifts men into 
new communion with him who is the 
source of their common life together. 


Section 4. The sacrament of the Lord’s 


Supper should be administered as part 
of the public worship of God, that it may 
show forth and convey to all the people 
of the congregation the graciousness and 
power of God. It should be preceded by 
the reading and preaching of the Word, 
during which the people may prepare 
themselves to receive and appropriate the 
Word of God offered to them in the sacra- 
ment, that the sacramental Word may be 
shown forth in full unity with the writ- 
ten and preached Word. 

An invitation to partake shall be ex- 
tended to all who confess their faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The 
service shall follow the New Testament 
pattern as set forth by the Apostle Paul 
in his first epistle to the church at Cor- 
inth, which Words of Institution shall 
be read after the table has been prepared. 

(1) “The Lord Jesus ... took bread 

in the same manner also the cup.” 
Recalling that the Lord Jesus took bread 
and later the cup, the minister, and those 
assisting him, shall proceed to make ready 
the Lord’s Table. If the elements of bread 
and wine have already been placed upon 
the table, they are to be made ready for 
us in the sacrament. Otherwise, the ele- 
ments may be brought forward at this 
time and placed upon the table, the people 
singing a hymn. 

(2) “When he had given thanks .. .” 
After the table has been prepared and the 
Words of Institution have been read, the 
minister shall lead the people in a prayer 
of thanksgiving, which shall include a 
solemn and joyous remembrance of Christ 
(“This do in remembrance of me”), and 
a petition that this sacrament be no less 
than an act of God himself, who in his 
freedom chooses this manner of minister- 
ing to men’s salvation beyond all that they 
ean ask or think. 

(3) “He broke it...” The minister, 
standing if possible behind the table, shall 
break the bread in the view of all, as a 
showing forth of the cost of man’s re- 
demption; that is, the breaking of the 
body of the Son of God upon the cross. It 
is also appropriate that wine be poured 
from a chalice to show forth the shedding 
of Christ’s blood on man’s behalf. 

(4) “Eat this bread and drink this 
cup...” The minister and such persons 
as are assisting him, who will themselves 
partake, shall distribute the elements to 
all assembled who respond to the invita- 
tion. 

After the distribution and partaking of 
the elements, the service may continue 
with prayers which include thanks to God 
for his great gifts received in the sacra- 
ment, and prayers for the church and the 
communion of saints, that all who truly 
are Christ’s may one day join together in 
giving all praise and honor to him. 

Section 5. The sacrament, being an act 
of the whole church, is ordinarily to be 
celebrated with the participation of the 
full congregation. There may be occasions, 
however, when the Session or other judi- 
catory is persuaded of sufficient reason for 
its celebration at other times or places. 
Such celebration should be understood not 
as a private ceremony, but as a part of 
the public worship of the whole people 
of God, and if possible there should be 
present at the celebration officers and oth- 
er members of the congregation in addi- 
tion to the minister, to show forth the 
communal nature of the sacrament. 





LET US have faith that right makes 

might and in that faith let us to the 
end dare to do our duty—ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN. 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY ¢@ Robert Frost says, “A 
poem begins in delight and ends in wis- 
dom,’ which is certainly true of his 
poems, for they all start by taking a good 
look at the outer world and end by in- 
troducing the poet to himself. Unlike 
many modern poets, who begin with 
themselves and lose themselves in sub- 
jectivism, Frost always returns from his 
encounter with nature, people, events, 
inwardly clarified. There is something 
here for us preachers, who profess to be- 
lieve that “in His light shall we see 
light,” but often get bogged down in our 
own unaided self-scrutiny. 


TUESDAY @ Job’s wife was a non- 
conformist. According to Robert Frost 
(whose reconstruction of the Book of 
Job is, to my taste, wittier and more pen- 
etrating than MacLeish’s), she once com- 
plained that God was always called, 
“The Lord of Hosts,” and it was about 
time that we recognized that He is the 
Lord of Hostesses too! I thought of this 
tonight while attending the Dean’s din- 
ner, which would be nothing were it not 
for the Dean’s wife and her dedicated 
sense of hospitality. 


WEDNESDAY ¢ Three of my students 
(need I say that they are among the best 
ones?) have come to me lately question- 
ing the validity of their call to the min- 
istry. I take this as a sign that my teach- 
ing is on the right lines and that they 
are living on the growing edges of life. 
I doubt whether any man has a right to 
be in the ministry who has not had grave 
misgivings about his suitability for it. 


THURSDAY @ When the children of 
Israel stood on the threshold of the Prom- 
ised Land, they were bidden to start their 
new life in the New Age by setting up 
three Cities of Refuge, to shelter the 
innocent from false charges. Cities of 
Refuge! What a wonderful phrase! And 
ought not the New Israel to be building 
such sanctuaries in her midst? Perhaps 
the prime need today, however, is not 
so much to defend man against his ene- 
mies, as to defend man against himself. 
I have done more harm to myself than 
any man is ever likely to do to me, and I 
thank God that he has provided a refuge 
for me in the community of Christ’s peo- 
ple. 


FRIDAY e [ wish we could get rid of 
the word “preach,” with its unfortunate 
moralizing associations, and substitute 
the New Testament equivalent, “‘to gos- 
pel,” that is to proclaim the Good Story 
of God’s dealing with us in Christ. 
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seminary library 


recently purchased (among other books!) 
New American Poetry. When I took it 
out today, I was the first borrower—and 
perhaps the last. The young poets of 
America are shouting their heads off, but 
their theological contemporaries are su- 
premely uninterested, or so deeply in- 
volved in “theology” that they have no 
time to attend. 


SUNDAY e [ preached that sermon 
about “Cities of Refuge’? this morning, 
and it evoked a good response, partly be- 
cause the Old Testament is such an un- 
familiar book and partly because many 
people are dissatisfied with conventional 
church life and want to know how they 
can become “sanctuaries” in the midst 
of the cities of the plain. I drew some of 
my illustrative material from George 
Webber’s new book, God’s Colony in 
Man’s World—a moving story. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


FIRST FOREIGN STUDENTS 
ENROLLED AT STILLMAN 


For the first time in its history as a 
college, Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., has enrolled three foreign students. 

Herman K. Laing, Jr., from the Re- 
public of Panama, has come to Stillman 
largely through the influence of Carlos 
Ford-Livene, instructor in mathematics 
and physics at Stillman. Mr. Ford-Li- 
vene, also of Panama, is currently on 
leave-of-absence to complete requirements 
for his M.S. degree. Mr. Laing is inter- 
ested in the areas of commercial art and 
business. 

John Christian Sekyi from Ghana is 
attending Stillman by means of the Flor- 
ence McWhorter Miller Scholarship, an 
endowed scholarship for African students 
given by O. L. Miller, M. D., of Charlotte, 
N.C., in memory of his mother. Mr. 
Sekyi already holds a teacher’s certificate 
from the Government Teacher-Training 
College at Berekum Brong-Ahafo, Ghana, 
and has had one year of experience as a 
student nurse in Central Hospital, Ku- 
masi. Mr. Sekyi’s ambition is to use well 
his opportunity for an education in the 
United States so that he may work effec- 
tively for the betterment of his own coun- 
try. 

From the Congo comes Andre Kumu- 
amba who is one of three Congolese stu- 
dents brought to the United States this 
year under the sponsorship of the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., Board of World Missions. 
Mr. Kumuamba, who has indicated that 
he might study for the ministry, came to 
Stillman because it offers a liberal arts 
education with an emphasis on Bible. 
His wife is staying with his parents in 
the Congo. 








Stillman’s enrollment this year is 463, 
with 17 states represented. Commuters 
number 251, with 63 coming from outside 











AT STILLMAN—Herman K. Laing, 

Jr., from the Republic of Panama; 

John Christian Sekyi, Ghana, West 

Africa; and Andre Kumuamba from 
the Congo. 


the city of Tuscaloosa. There are 136 
freshmen and 12 transfers. 
* * x 
The INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNI- 
VERSITY in Japan “‘is the most strategic 
single Christian missionary opportunity 
in the world today,” according to Ralph 
W. Sockman, Methodist minister of New 
York, who made the principal address at 
the sixth annual luncheon given by the 
women’s planning committee of the Japan 
International Christian University Foun- 
dation in New York. 
+ +o 
General A. C. Wedemeyer spoke on 
“Human Values in the Space Age” at 
the laying of the cornerstone for the Lyda 
Bunker Hunt dining hall on the campus 
of Mary Baldwin College in Virginia. 
$s 
Hastincs College (Neb.) is under- 
taking to secure at least 100 “designated 
scholarships” from the Presbyterian 
churches and church organizations in Ne- 
braska. 
* * + 
Milton L. Smith, former vice-president 
for development at LAKE Forest College, 
is now director of development and pub- 
lic relations at MACALESTER College, suc- 
ceeding Edward D. Gates, now president 
of Beaver College. 
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EDITORIAL 


1961 Test—Beginning Now 


From one end of the Assembly to the 
other, Presbyterians, U. S., have been 
catapulted into a consideration of the 
100th anniversary of the establishment of 
the denomination. The recent “caval- 
cades” in 90 cities attracted large crowds 
in practically every instance. The pur- 
pose of the preliminary phase prior to 
the 1961 observance has been given great 
emphasis in terms of “The Presbyterian 
Mission to the Nation’”—or, as one of 
our contributors has properly re-phrased 
it, “to the Southern part of the nation.”’ 

Thus, it may be said, the first test has 
been passed. 

We had hoped to be able to give Ourt- 
LOOK readers a round-up summary of the 
movement thus far but that information 
has been promised us later. 

Subsequent steps in the evangelistic 
program will be less spectacular and more 
difficult. They will reveal whether the 
great crowds have more than statistical 
significance. 

In December the Presbyterian radio 
series on the Protestant Hour will carry 
forward the objective across the nation, 
continuing into February. 

On New Year’s Day each church is 
being challenged to launch a sustained 
evangelistic effort with a meaningful de- 
dication service. 

From January through December three 
study books will enlist the thought and 
discussion of the church membership: 


Basic Beliefs of the Reformed Faith, 
Felix B. Gear. 

The Story of Southern Presbyterians, 
T. Watson Street. 

Tomorrow's Church/Tomorrow’s 
World, Ernest Trice Thompson. 














During the first quarter of 1961 the 
“evangelistic mission to the nation” will 
be carried on, leading up to Easter Sun- 
day. 

Following appropriate emphases at the 
General Assembly in Dallas, synods will 
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continue the observance during the sum- 
mer, with the presbyteries taking up 
where they leave off and continuing 
through October. 

Again the Presbyterian radio series on 
the Protestant Hour will be broadcast 
Sept. 24-Nov. 26. 

On October 15, Centennial Sunday, 
every church will be expected to receive 
a thank offering ‘as an expression of 
thanksgiving and dedication.” One-half 
of the offering is to go to help “sister 
churches of the Reformed Faith in locali- 
ties abroad where they have suffered from 
war or other disaster” and the other 
half will be used by the church at home 
in a sustained effort to fulfil its mission 
here. Thus, it is hoped, the entire de- 
nomination will be led to confront “Our 
Presbyterian Heritage and Mission.” 

Four words have loomed large in the 
evangelism program thus far: Proclama- 
tion, Reconciliation, Fellowship, Action. 

Those nearest the center of the plan- 
ning have no small-gauge view of the 
task or need ahead. They know that any- 
thing that is not purely superficial will 
not be realized unless there is integrity 
at the heart. They are also insistent that 
if the mission omits Christian action, if 
that is not at the center of its witness, 
it falls short; it fails of its true goal. 

This is part of the reason for the ex- 
treme care in planning and the precau- 
tionary steps that have been taken. The 
church proclaims its message of recon- 
ciliation. Can it do it in the midst of the 
crucial situation in which it now finds 
itself? Can it call men to be reconciled 
to God and to each other when it cele- 
brates an anniversary which has not yet 
been marked by the church’s own recon- 
ciliation with estranged brethren? That 
will be a severe test. More than this: Will 
the year end with a deeper penitence for 
existing estrangement and an impaired 
witness to the nation? 

Or, can it deal with another explosive 
issue of estrangement, barriers between 
brethren caused by outward and super- 
ficial differences, church doors closed to 
some men who are fellow-Christians, who 
would like to join in worship but who 
are prohibited because they are “differ- 
ent’’? 

Will the kind of evangelism practiced 
cut this deep or will it merely help indi- 
viduals become acceptable and proper 
and like those already “inside” ? 

How far can the Holy Spirit be con- 
trolled in this effort? Suppose he has 
objectives that have not yet occurred to 
the church? Suppose he means business 
about reconciliation at some deeper level, 
or about repentance and amendment of 
individual and corporate life? 

Is there an adequate force standing-by 
to safeguard undue excesses? Can we be 
sure that any genuine movements that are 
noted will be turned into approved chan- 
nels? Or is it possible that God will 
scorn anv efforts to manipulate him, that 


he will burst the narrow confines of men 
and shake us to our knees? 


Pulpit and Politics 

The unfortunate partisan involvement 
of three Roman Catholic bishops in Puer- 
to Rico in the current political struggle 
there confirms the fears of many Ameri- 
cans who look with suspicion at the 
hierarchy in any of its real or supposed 
efforts to seek a privileged position for 
the church. 

Nor will these fears be quieted by the 
Vatican statement supporting the right 
of the bishops to make the statement and 
making it clear that this case involves 
only special conditions on this one island. 

Neither will justification be found in 
amplified explanations of the gravity of 
situations in regard to birth control legis- 
lation and public school and other mat- 
ters. 

We can be reassured, however, by the 
evidence that the Roman church is not 
as monolithic as we sometimes think, in 
view of the sharp dissent on the part of 
many Puerto Ricans and their vigorous 
challenge of the church’s position. We 
can be grateful that there are many Ro- 
man Catholics there and many recognized 
leaders and laymen in the church in 
America who part company with the point 
of view expressed by the Puerto Rican 
bishops. 

We can also retard our judgment to 
some degree in recognition of the fact 
that while Protestant ministers do not 
claim the right to direct churchmen as 
the Roman church does, the efforts of 
many Protestant ministers to sway their 
followers both from their pulpits and 
otherwise in regard to the November 8 
election leads many secular observers to 
feel that there is actually no difference 
between the two. 


GUEST EDITORS 





The League of Women Voters 

Founded in 1920, the League of Wom- 
en Voters celebrates its forty years of 
service with a record of usefulness to the 
American people hard to match among 
civic organizations. There are 1,097 local 
leagues throughout the fifty states and 
the District of Columbia. They spend 
$1,500,000 annually in the promotion of 
effective citizenship. But, because of the 
extraordinary willingness of members to 
do volunteer duty, this money’s produc- 
tivity is multiplied, and one dollar does 
the work of five. In the New York City 
league 3,270 members gave 200,000 hours 
of volunteer work in a year. 

The league is a non-partisan organi- 
zation promoting participation of citizens 
in government. It seeks to inform people 
of the issues of the day. It encourages 
registration and voting by widely dis- 
seminating information about election 
laws, is invaluable through its telephone 
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Books That Have Influenced Me (6) 


A SHORT BOOKSHELF 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The sum of thy commands is truth.” 
—Psalm 119:160, Moffatt. 


URING THE SUMMER after I 

finished college, I read at least three 
of a group of books which I deliberately 
selected in order to make up my mind, if 
possible, about some problems centering 
in the Bible. ‘“Deliberately” is not a 
word I could use about all my reading, 
or even most of it, alas! Somebody rec- 
ommends a book, or I run across it in a 
bookstore or library, or somebody sends 
it to me for review, or a professor re- 
quires it, or I have to read it for a course 
I am teaching. In this as in other aspects 
of life I make a bad model. 

My advice to myself if I were starting 
over again, or to others who are actually 
beginning, would be, do more deliberate 
reading. That is, start out not passively 
but actively. Begin with some real ques- 
tion of your own, and find books that 
will help you see the issue from various 
angles, give you what evidence or logic 
there may be, and thus help you approach 
some conclusion. 


Y QUESTION was: What about 
the Old Testament for a 20th cen- 
tury Christian? Two problems out of 





service to people, including new voters, 
who are puzzled about questions of eli- 
gibility, location of polling place, district 
lines, and so on. The league does not 
endorse candidates. It does bring facts 
to voters, notably on issues of national, 
state and local importance, so that the 
electorate will be informed. Its publica- 
tion, Facts for Voters, will be in the 
hands of 1,500,000 persons in New York 
State by Election Day. Meetings are 
sponsored where candidates for office, of 
all parties, may be seen and heard by 
prospective voters. 

Mayor Wagner in a tribute to the work 
of this organization of devoted women 
declared it was “without peer.” We join 
in admiration for an example of citizen- 
ship at its best, and urge New Yorkers, 
as individuals and businesses, to support 
it with contributions. The modest budget 
of $64,400 now being sought helps sup- 
port the work of state and national 
leagues as well, for all funds are raised 
locally. The league’s office is at 461 Park 
Avenue South, New York 16.—New 
York Times editorial. 


OUTLOOK EDITORS’ NOTE—The 
League of Women Voters offers church- 
women one of the best available oppor- 
tunities to exercise their privileges as re- 
sponsible citizens. Their active participa- 
tion should be cordially encouraged. 
Every community would do well to have 
a vigorous chapter. 
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many converged here: What about the 
critical hypotheses of authorship, espe- 
cially about the Penteteuch? and, Does 
the book of Genesis in particular have 
any real message today? 

The books were The Unity of Genesis 
by Wm. H. Green, The Problem of the 
Old Testament by James Orr, a book the 
name of which escapes me, by Canon 
Ryle, and Altars of Earth by Hubert L. 
Simpson. Dr. Green, a long-time Prince- 
ton Seminary scholar, set out to demon- 
strate the falsity of the documentary hy- 
pothesis especially as affecting Genesis; 
whereas Ryle’s smaller book presented 
that hypothesis with evidence to support 
it. Probably few more learned men could 
be found on either side of the question. 
Of the two, it seemed to me that Ryle 
had much the best of the argument. Green 
was ponderous, scholarly and exhaustive ; 
but he gave the impression of a man 
whose conclusions had been laid down 
for him in such a way that he could 
accept no other. Like a Roman Catholic 
Biblical scholar, his conclusions could 
be forecast by any one who was familiar 
with the dogmas of his faith. Ryle’s 
touch was lighter, his mind seemed to be 
more free, and his conclusions did not 
need the labored arguments that Green’s 
did. 

From that time I have been persuaded 
of two things at least. One is that the 
Bible is not exempt from scholarly, his- 
torical and literary examination, just as 
much as any other book must be. To 
shrink from this is essentially to refuse 
to examine the evidence, it is (a word I 
have learned since) Bibliolatry. The 
other thing is that any view of the author- 
ship and date of a book from the past, 
including its mode of composition, is a 
hypothesis. Now a hypothesis is never 
a certainty. All a hypothesis is, is an 
assumed fact or sequence or constellation 
of facts, assumed to account for other 
facts which are evident and undisputed. 
A crime occurs; the police are agreed on 
that fact. Was it committed by one man 
or two? The police may be divided on 
that point. The question is simply, does 
the one-criminal assumption fit the facts 
of the crime better than the two-criminal 
assumption? Both Professor Green and 
Canon Ryle were “higher critics”; one 
critic agreed with the traditional hypothe- 
sis about the authorship of Genesis, the 
other did not. I could not see that Green 
was any better Christian for being a tra- 
ditionalist—nor any worse either. He 
simply had a weaker critical case. 

Ever since reading those two books, 
whenever I hear that a traditionalist is 
necessarily dishonest, or that a non-tradi- 
tionalist is necessarily ungodly and ir- 


reverent, I smile to myself; I know it’s 
not true. 


T WAS Dr. Orr, I believe, who es- 

pecially introduced me to the idea of 
progressive revelation. This does not 
appear to be a popular concept today 
either among conservatives or liberals; 
but Dr. Orr showed that an essentially 
conservative man could hold it, and it 
was very helpful to me when I needed it. 
The nub of this theory (or hypothesis, 
for again it is a question of accounting 
for existing facts), is that revelation is in 
a sense limited on both sides. On God’s 
side it is limited by what it is his good 
pleasure to reveal. On man’s side it is 
limited by what man can perceive. The 
whole principle of progressive revelation 
is in Hebrews 1:1, but not there alone. 
But if were not suggested in the Bible it 
would almost be forced on a reader who 
is dissatisfied alike with “This is final 
truth” and “This is false” when he comes 
to those many parts of the Old Testament 
which are dis-harmonious with the New. 


HE BOOK by H. L. Simpson gave 

me positive help with some of the 
most difficult parts of Genesis, and of- 
fered help which I couldn’t quite take, 
on Ecclesiastes. Incidentally, this Hubert 
L. Simpson was noted not as a writer on 
the Old Testament but as an evangelist. 
At all events he had a moving kind of 
style, and a spiritual insight, an evan- 
gelistic motive, that the pure scholars (of 
whatever camp) did not always clearly 
show. He came just at the right time. 
Suppose Ryle and Orr are right? Sup- 
pose in the early chapters of Genesis we 
have something not from the sophisti- 
cated mind of a Moses, but something 
with its roots far back in a more primi- 
tive past, suppose this is more poetry 
than prose? Suppose this is progressive 
revelation that has not progressed as far 
(say) as the Gospel of John? Is it only 
a literary antique? Has it lost its au- 
thority because Moses did not write it, 
has it lost its value for one who finds 
God’s best word in the Gospel rather 
than in Genesis? 

At this point Simpson spoke to my con- 
dition. While I probably could not go 
back and write Amen after every page, 
nevertheless his pages taught me to love 
the Old Testament for its own sake, and 
to find truth, not arbitrarily nor fanci- 
fully, but confidently, in every one of the 
many forms in which God’s truth is cast. 

Can God inspire the makers of legend 
as well as the annalists? Can God’s 
truth, God’s self, be made known to us 
in soaring fancy not less than in sober 
facts? I am grateful to those who have 
helped me to be able to answer such ques- 
tions with a hearty Yes. 


CORRECTION—Dr. Foreman’s Oct. 24 
installment in this series: (1) in the text, 
read: such are wise words; (2) column 2, 
line 4, commonsense. 








R.C.-Protestant Dialogue 
Takes Place in France 


PARIS (RNS)—History was made when 
Roman Catholic prelates and French 
Protestant pastors held a meeting recently 
and thus broke four centuries of mutually 
imposed isolation. 

The get-together took plac e at a monas- 
tic center of the French Reformed Church 
located at Taize, on a hilltop overlooking 
the rich Burgundy countryside near the 
ruins of the great medieval Abbey of 
Cluny. 

Although the meeting was held toward 
the end of September, the first news of 
it was contained in an official statement 
which said the group had convened for 
discussion of mutual problems of evange- 
lization in the parish and in the world 
at large. 
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The statement did not disclose any de- 
tails of the discussions or the conclusions 
reached. 

It said, however, that the Protestant 
pastors regarded the meeting as “‘an event 
of great importance and thank God for 
leading us toward visible unity.” 

There was no information as to who 
took part in the meeting. The Taize com- 
munity was founded in 1944 by three 
voung Protestant students on a self-sup- 
porting basis. It is a center of the litur- 
gical revival in the French Protestant 
Church. The monks there have compiled 
an “evangelical and ecumenical prayer 
book.” They have even adopted some 
Greek Orthodox rites. Their hvmns and 
nsalms are set to Gregorian and Bvzan- 
tine chants, to Anglican church music 
and to Bach motets. 


Prnre Fo.p-Kinc 
TABLE LINE 
DIRECT PRICES, TERMS, © meactl 


DISCOUNTS TO 40% - = 
To Churches, Schools, FOLDING /—) 
Clubs, Institutions. CHAIRS A A 

FREE NEW 1961 CATALOG wn 

THE MONROE COMPANY ‘ 

80 CHURCH STREET * COLFAX, 1OWA 





SOLVES A GIVING PROBLEM 
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receive a safe, generous, and assured income for life 
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Presenting the Gospel of Our Lord 
IN 13 COUNTRIES, ON 4 CONTINENTS 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN AL- 
LIANCE has for more than 35 years carried on its 
work of shepherding Jewish believers in Christ and 
training them as Witnesses for Him, as ministers, evan- 
gelists, missionaries, doctors and teachers. 


OUR SPECIAL DUTY IS TO PRAY FOR THE JEWS 


knowing that the return of our Lord will be as Israel’s 
King and Saviour. 


Your gift will help us care for Jewish converts, provide 
food and shelter for those living in poverty and dis- 
tress. Please send your gift at this time of urgency and 
great need. Further information on request. Address 
communications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. 
5630-0 North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 


Jacos Pertrz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 








Other developments in the Protestant- 
Roman Catholic dialogue: 

Weekly radio (NBC) broadcasts of 
“An American Dialogue” by Robert Mc- 
Afee Brown, professor of systematic the- 
ology, Union Seminary, New York, and 
Gustave Weigle, S. J., professor of eccle- 
siology, Woodstock (Md.) College. These 
are scheduled for Tuesdays, 9:30-10:00 
p.m. (EST) (or inquire of NBC sta- 
tions): Nov. 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec. 6. 

The Chaplain (a journal for Protestant 
chaplains) for October features ‘Protes- 
tant-Roman Catholic Dialogue” with sig- 
nificant contributions. 


Church-State Dialogue 
Is Post-Election Need 


NortH ATTLEBORO, Mass. (RNS)— 
Churches were called on here by the gen- 
eral secretary of the Massachusetts Coun- 
cil of Churches, to strive constructively 
together after the Presidential election to 
find “workable answers” to the problem 
of church-state relationships. 

Forrest L. Knapp, addressing a re- 
gional Episcopal men’s gathering, said 
several major issues need attention. 
Among these he listed: ‘(1) Do we be- 
lieve in religious freedom for everyone, 
whatever his religion, or irreligion? (2) 
Should a church have any different treat- 
ment by the government from that given 
to any other institution in the commu- 
nity? (3) What should be the relation- 
ship between the church as an institution 
and the state as an institution? (4) 
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Should religion and religious influence be 
completely excluded from the circles of 
government ?” 


Clear Answers 

“Regardless of who wins,” said Dr. 
Knapp, “every church, every religious 
body in America (should) devote enough 
time to the study of relations between 
church and state to come up with clear 
and comprehensive and adequate answers 
to the major issues.” 

While deploring “the ill manners of 
some persons who have been writing and 
speaking on the religious issue in this 
campaign,’ Dr. Knapp said that “no 
person should label another person a bigot 
just because he wishes, thoughtfully and 
constructively, to consider the relation 
of a person’s religion to his fitness for 
office, whatever his religion may be.” 

The council executive said that, al- 
though the religious issue has been wide- 
ly discussed in Massachusetts, he believed 
there are “relatively few” Protestants in 
the state who would “rightly be called 
bigots.” 

A candidate’s religion “constitutes one 
aspect of his qualifications for office,”’ Dr. 
Knapp observed. “Of course, his deepest 
commitments should be in the field of 
his religious faith. Of course, the voter 
has the right to know what he values 
most and what he conceives to be his 
fundamental responsibility to God and 
man.” 

“But,” he declared, “no voter has a 
right to speak or act on inaccurate in- 
formation, or from emotional prejudice, 
or with a mind closed to new informa- 
tion and fuller understanding.” 


N. ARK. PRESBYTERY 
OPPOSES SCHOOL CLOSING 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. (RNS) — North 
Arkansas Presbytery of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, added its voice 
to opposition against proposed Amend- 
ment 52, which would permit closing 
Arkansas public schools on a local op- 
tion basis to avoid their racial integra- 
tion. The measure is on the state ballot 
Nov. 8. 

Noting in a resolution that the amend- 
ment ‘“‘would weaken our system of public 
education,” the presbytery called upon 
“all leaders in our churches to see that 
the people are informed on the amend- 
ment and to vote against it in the general 
election in November.” 

The group also endorsed a statement 
adopted by the denomination’s General 
Assembly last summer approving the “sit- 
down method of opening up eating places 
to the whole public.” 

Other Protestant groups that have 
urged defeat of the amendment include 
the Fifth District Convention of the Dis- 
cinles of Christ; the interdenominational 
United Church Women of Pulaski Coun- 
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Intercepted Correspondence from the New York Times 


No Church-State Separation 


I am amazed at hearing the two Presi- 
dential candidates say that they stand for 
the continuation of the separation of 
church and state. 

At the present time such a thing does 
not exist in the United States. It exists 
in Russia and in France. Here the church- 
es are connected with the state to the 
point of being subsidized. The churches 
are exempt from taxes; and what else is 
exemption from taxes if not a subsidy? 

Our Constitution says only that the 
Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. That is, there 
will be no privilege accorded any one re- 
ligion. But it does not say churches are 
separated from the state. The state as- 
serts itself as the judge of the churches 
to be helped by exemption of taxes. 

Needless to say, it would not exempt 
every church. It did not recognize as a 
church a group of citizens who had polyg- 
amy as one of their tenets (the Mor- 
mons), and will never recognize as a 
church a group of citizens who are against 
the draft or who refuse to pay taxes. We 
have a state which protects and encour 
ages churches just as it protects and en- 








ty; the North Arkansas Methodist Con- 
ference; and the Presbyterian Synod of 
Arkansas. 


courages hospitals and universities—be- 
cause they are useful. 

Why, then, do the two candidates go on 
repeating such an inaccurate statement? 
Why are they relucant to recognize that 
the United States is a religious state or, 
if you prefer, a state where religion (al- 
most any religion) is considered impor- 
tant, useful and healthful and is therefore 
protected and subsidized? 

May I say that this American situation 
corresponds to Machiavelli’s philosophy. 
This thought-provoking political writer 
urges the statesman to encourage religion 
even if he does not personally believe in 
it. And in reality what else did our states- 
men ever do if not encourage religion, any 
religion, but a religion for all citizens, 
even if the statesmen did not believe in 
all the churches which they subsidized ? 

I might go even further, I would say 
that this standardization of all the church- 
es, protected by a benevolent law which 
considers them as equal, is a sort of reli- 
gion in itself—a super-religion or a reli- 
gion of the state. But this probably would 
never be understood by those Americans 
who still believe that “church and state 
are separated” in America. 

GUISEPPE PREZZOLINI. 
Professor Emeritus, Columbia 
University, New York. 
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THANKS BE TO GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 20, 1960 
Psalm 103 


We study this week one of the most 
familiar, one of the most beloved of all 
the Psalms. According to the inscription 
printed in our Bibles, it is a Psalm of 
David. We need to remember, however. 
that the inscriptions are no real part of 
Scrinture, and are often inaccurate. 

Almost all modern scholars are con- 
vinced that the Psalm under consideration 
was written much later than David, after 
the destruction of Terusalem, more than 
fifty vears later, after the exiles had re- 
turned from their captivity, and Jerusa- 
lem was again inhabited. God had for- 
given and restored his people: sorrow had 
been transformed into joy; thanksgiving 
was in order. 

As Doctor Kirkpatrick says: 

“The Psalm is one of singular beauty. 
Its tenderness, its trustfulness, its hope- 
fulness, anticipate the spirit of the New 
Testament. It does not contain one jarring 
note, and it furnishes fit language of 
thanksgiving for the greater blessings of 


a more marvelous redemption than that 
of Israel from Babylon.” 


This is one of the passages in the Bible 
that we need to meditate upon. Read it 
slowly, pondering each statement, con- 
sidering it in its application to your own 
life. 

The Psalm seems to fall into five ap- 
proximately equal stanzas. The Psalmist 


praises God: 


1. For Personal Blessings (1-5) 

We have first the call to praise. The 
Psalmist realizes his own need of blessing 
God. “Bless the Lord, O my soul,” he 
cries. Soul is simply an expression for 
the Psalmist’s own self or personality. 
“And all that is within me, bless his holy 
name’; all that is within me, not as 
opposed to outward or mere lip service, 
but as expressing the desire to enlist every 
thought, faculty, power and capacity; the 
heart with all its affections, the will, the 
conscience, and the reason, in a word, the 
whole spiritual being, all in man that is 
best and highest, in the same heavenly 
service. God’s name is used throughout 
the Scriptures to indicate the revealed 
character of God. The Psalmist then real- 
izes that the holiness of God’s character 
needs to be praised by all the powers and 
faculties of his being. 

At the same time he realizes the dan- 
ger, or the temptation, that besets him and 
not only him but all others of God’s chil- 
dren; the persistent tendency to accept 
God’s gifts as a matter of course, to for- 
get our personal obligation to him. And 
so he continues: “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.” 
James H. Snowden once remarked: 
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“The good things of our life are often 
so abundant and constant that we lose our 
sense of their presence and value, and we 
come to accept and use them as a matter 
of course, without ever giving a thought 
to the hand that bestows them upon us or 
to the appreciation of their own worth. 
We use them as unconsciously as we use 
the air we breathe and the sunlight in 
which we walk. But if we were deprived 
of air and light, we would suddenly appre- 
ciate them and find that they are our very 
life. Some things we should forget, our 
own mistakes and also our successes, and 
especially should we forget the faults of 
others, but the benefits of God we should 
not forget. We should live and move and 
have our being in him, bathed in his pres- 
ence. This does not mean that we should 
always and constantly have it in mind, for 
this would be a fixed idea or obsession that 
might become insanity, but we should be 
subconsciously aware of him and at times 
turn our conscious thought to him. The 
Psalmist calls upon his soul and all that 
is within him to forget not [the Lord’s] 
benefits. He stirs up the deeps of his soul, 
he arouses all his memories and associated 
ideas to bring these benefits flocking into 
his soul.” 


The Psalmist then not only calls upon 
his soul to praise the Lord, but he also 
dwells upon some of the great blessings 
which he has enjoyed in his own personal 
life. As Spurgeon very beautifully puts 
it: ‘He selects a few of the choicest pearls 
from the casket of divine love, threads 
them on the string of memory, and hangs 
them about the neck of gratitude.” 

The first of the divine benefits for 
which he is grateful is the forgiveness of 
his sins: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits: who for- 
gives all your iniquities.”” As Perowne 
says: “This is the first and greatest of 
all the divine benefits to the soul bur- 
dened with a sense of guilt and defile- 
ment; therefore, also that which calls first 
for acknowledgment.” The Psalmist 
thanks God not simply that he has for- 
given some few of his transgressions, but 
that he has forgiven all of his iniquities. 
Today we accept the divine forgiveness 
so much as a matter of course that we 
are apt to overlook how important it is 
to our peace. If we were not certain of 
forgiveness how anxious we should be. 
As a matter of fact our gratitude should 
be even greater than that of the Psalmist. 
We know as he did not know what it has 
cost God, the death of his only begotten 
Son. 

The second of the divine benefits which 
the Psalmist calls to mind is the healing 
of his diseases. The word need not be 
limited to bodily sickness, but may in- 
clude all the ailments, bodily, mental, 
and spiritual, to which man is heir. God 
is the great physician who can and does 


make men whole. 
Snowden says: 


How does he do this? 


“God works through human means and 
what are all our wonderful advances in 
the science of medicine and health but the 
working of God in this field? Does he not 
lead men into a knowledge of this art and 
create all the curative elements that make 
our medicines? Is not the hospital an 
annex of the church as a means of carry- 
ing out the gospel of redemption from all 
sickness of the body as well as of the 
soul? Did Jesus preach and practice only 
a fractional gospel of the soul and leave 
the body untouched in its disease and mis- 
ery? Not so. God is the great Physician 
and the healing of the seamless dress of 
his Son is still by our beds of pain. Jesus 
walks up and down the earth, and lays 
his healing hand on our bodily ills, and 
all our wonderful discoveries and arts by 
which we are conquering disease and ban- 
ishing some diseases from our world and 
lengthening life and greatly increasing its 
health and happiness are but the presence 
and work of God healing all our diseases.” 


But though this is true, it is also true, 
as Snowden points out, that faith is an 
immense fact even in our bodily condi- 
tion, and generally and sometimes de- 
cisively enters into our healing. All of 
the means which God has provided are 
blessed, and sometimes they are effective 
only when we look in faith to the God 
who, in the last analysis, heals all our 
diseases. 

God forgives all our iniquities, he heals 
all our diseases, he also redeems our lives 
from the pit (Rsv), that is, from the grave, 
from Sheol, the abode of the dead. It 
may be that the Psalmist had particularly 
in mind the deliverance of the Jews from 
Babylon. God had redeemed the people 
from certain annihilation, and in that 
redemption he had shared. Yet to us cer- 
tainly, and to him almost certainly, it 
has a wider significance than that. We 
all come sooner or later to the grave; our 
physical life comes to an abrupt end; but 
faith in God assures us that our real life 
continues. He redeems our life from the 
pit. 

The blessings which the Psalmist has 
mentioned so far are in a sense negative. 
They all have to do with great deliv- 
erances, deliverance from evil, deliver- 
ance from sin, disease, and death. For 
his fourth blessing he turns to a more 
positive good. God crowns us with stead- 
fast love and mercy. He delivers us from 
all evil, but he crowns his goodness to 
us by bestowing on us the many evidences 
of his love. It is a general expression 
which the Psalmist uses. He does not 
count his many blessings one by one. It 
would be impossible to do so, for God is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift. 
Many of these gifts are enjoyed by us 
all; many are peculiar to each one of 
us as individuals. 

For his fifth and final blessing the 
Psalmist is forced to resort to another 
general expression: who satisfies us with 
good so that our youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s. The Psalmist is convinced 
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that God has provided for the proper sat- 
isfaction of all our rightful desires. Spur- 
geon says, ““Many a worldling is satiated, 
but not one is satisfied. God satisfies the 
very soul of man, his noblest part, his 
ornament and glory; and of consequence, 
he satisfies his mouth, however hungry 
and craving it might otherwise be.” He 
satisfies not with rich things, not many 
things, not everything for which we ask. 
but good things. The result is that those 
who trust in God shall be strong and 
buoyant as the eagle; they have an inner 
source of strength that seems to renew 
their youth. 


Il. For God’s Gracious Dealing with 
His People (6-10) 


So far the Psalmist has praised God 
for the blessings which he has enjoyed 
as an individual. In the second stanza 
he passes from his own experience to 
that of the church at large. God’s mercy 
to the individual is only a part of that 
vast circle of mercy which embraces all 
the people of God. The Lord works vin- 
dication and justice for all who are op- 
pressed. That truth has been illustrated 
again in the deliverance of Judah from 
the Babylonians. 

But the Psalmist’s thought takes a 
wider range. He remembers the prayer 
of Moses. In Exodus 33:13 he offered 
this petition: If I have found favor in 
thy sight show me thy ways, that I may 
know thee. In Exodus 34:6 we find 
God’s answer to that praver: “The Lord 
passed by before him and proclaimed, the 
Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gra- 
cious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness.” All of 
his subsequent dealings with Israel, the 
Psalmist says in effect, have been in ac- 
cordance with that revelation: “He made 
known his ways unto Moses, his acts to 
the people of Israel.” It is true, as Moses 
discovered, God is merciful and gra- 
cious, slow to anger and abundant in 
loving kindness. In all of his dealing 
with men he has shown his patience and 
sympathy. Over and over again he has 
given man still another chance. 

True, he has oftentimes given vent to 
his anger against sin. There are some 
people today who think that because God 
is love he will never punish sin, but that 
is not the Biblical idea. He is indeed 
slow to anger, yet the time comes when 
he must, as it were, bring a suit against 
his people and convict them of their sin. 
But he will not stay angry always, or, as 
the Psalmist puts it, he will not always 
chide, neither will be keep his anger for- 
ever. It is true that he might find con- 
stant cause for striving with us, for we 
have always something which is contrary 
to his holy mind. But whenever we turn 
to him in penitence he is always ready 
to forgive. In spite of the punishments, 
therefore, which he has sent upon his 
people, the Psalmist is quick to acknowl- 
edge: He does not deal with us accord- 
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ing to our sins, nor requite us according 
to our iniquities. 


Ill. For the Greatness and Tender- 
ness of God’s Forgiving Love (11- 
14) 

The Psalmist’s mention of God’s gra- 
cious dealings with his people has led 
him to speak of his forgiving love. In 
this stanza he tries to express the in- 
finiteness of that love: “For as the heav- 
ens are high above the earth, so great is 
his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him.” How high are the heavens above 
the earth? It bankrupts our imagination. 
It can never be measured. Neither is there 
any measure or limit to the love of God. 
Once more the Psalmist tries to illustrate 
the mercy of God: “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.” How far is the 
east from the west? We could travel 
around the world in either direction as 
far as we wished, and east would still be 
east, and west would still be west. The 
distance is infinite. So far has God re- 
moved our sins from us. 

A third time the Psalmist tries to pic- 
ture the love of God. It is one of the 
finest pictures in the Old Testament: “As 
a father pities his children, so the Lord 
pities those who fear him.” 


“We know how precious is our human 
fatherhood, caring for us in our weakness, 
patient with us, and providing for all our 
needs. But human fatherhood at its fair- 
est and best is only a faint reflection of the 
divine Fatherhood, a drop out of the in- 
finite, fatherly love of God. This is our 
deepest faith, this undergirds the uni- 
verse with the assurance that it is friendly 
towards us, this is our trust and peace.” 

This infinite love of God is based on 
a perfect understanding of our natures: 
He knows our frame; he remembers that 
we are dust. 


IV. For the Everlastingness of His 
Mercy (15-18) 


In this stanza the transitoriness of man 
is contrasted with the everlastingness of 
God’s mercy. Man is like the grass that 
flourishes for a moment and is then gone. 
The wind to which the Psalmist refers 
is the east wind or sirocco, blowing over 
the desert of Arabia in the summer; which 
when it comes to Palestine is dry and 
parching and withers up the vegetation. 
Man vanishes like the grass. On the 
other hand, God is eternal, and his mercy 
never fails. Man may pass from the stage 
of action and another generation take his 
place, but the same God exercises the 
same mercy toward all the changing gen- 
erations of men. Children are the in- 
heritors of the grace vouchsafed to the 
fathers. All those promises belong to those 
who keep his covenant and remember his 
commandments to do them. 

Before leaving this section we should 
note that these promises are to those who 
fear God. Three times, and very signifi- 
cantly, this thought is repeated. See verses 
11, 13,17. In the Old Testament we are 


constantly exhorted to “fear God.” But 
the word is used in a little different sense 
from that in which we use it today. The 
fear of God which the Old Testament 
writers urge is reverence issuing in obe- 
dience. 


V. The Universal Call to Praise (19- 

22) 

The Psalmist began with an individual 
hymn of praise, blessing God for his 
mercies to him as an individual; this 
leads him to speak of God’s mercies to 
all the people of God. As he contem- 
plates those benefits he calls on the whole 
universe to join in his song. The Lord 
is not simply his God. He has established 
his throne in the heavens, and his king- 
dom rules over all. Therefore, the whole 
universe should recognize his sovereignty 
and join in his praise. 

He calls on the angels, the heavenly 
beings who are most capable of praising 
the heavenly king, the angels, full of 
might, who are the messengers of God. 
He calls on all the heavenly host to bless 
the Lord. 


“By the Lord’s hosts and ministers may 
be meant the innumerable multitudes of 
celestial beings of lower rank, subordinate 
to the celestial hierarchy spoken of in 
verse 20 (Daniel 7:10, Hebrews 1:14), or 
perhaps the host of heaven, the stars, 
which are closely connected with angels in 
the Old Testament (Job 38:7), and all the 
powers of nature, which subserve God’s 
purpose. (Psalms 104:4; 148:2-3).” 


Then in verse 22 all creation is called 
upon to join in the heavenly chorus. And 
finally in the last line the Psalmist re- 
turns to the point from which he started. 
In creation’s universal hymn of praise 
he would fain bear his part, however 
humble: Praise the Lord, O my soul. 


Reflections on the Psalm 

The Psalm that we have studied con- 
tains not a single petition. It is solely 
and absolutely a Psalm of praise. Thanks- 
giving plaved a large part in the religion 
of the Old Testament saints. and also of 
Jesus and the apostles. What part should 
it play in ours? Is praver without thanks- 
giving or praise complete? Why should 
we praise God? Have you ever tried to 
write down a list of your benefits ? What 
are the things for which we should be 
most thankful? What blessings of God 
are we most inclined to forget? Can we 
really be thankful in times of loss and 
sorrow? Can we be thankful for loss 
and sorrow? Which of the many bless- 
ings that the Psalmist names means the 
most to us? Does the Psalm mean more 
to the Christian than it did to the man 
who originally wrote it? What has Christ 
added to its meaning? What special rea- 
sons for gratitude to God has our coun- 
try at the present time? What special 
reasons for gratitude to God have we at 
the present time? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections include: 

Book Finp (Dec.): Golden Age of 
American Anthropology, edited by Mar- 
garet Mead and Ruth Bunzell. George 
Braziller, Inc. 

History (Nov.): The War for the 
Union, Allan Nevins. Chas. Scribners 
Sons. 

PASTORAL PsycHoLocy (Nov.): Pre- 
marital Counseling, Kenneth Morris. 
Prentice-Hall. 

PuLpit (Nov.) : God’s Word into Eng- 
lish. Dewey Beegle. Harper & Bros. 

Reiicious (Nov.): Pastor’s Prayer- 
book. Robert Rodenmayer, editor. Ox- 
ford. 





* * * 


STEWARDSHIP IN CONTEMPORARY 
THEOLOGY. By T. K. Thompson. Associa- 
tion Press, New York. 252 pp., $3.50. 

This book is the outgrowth of a theo- 
logical study conference on stewardship 
held July 15-17, 1959, under the spon- 
sorship of the Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence of the National Council 
of Churches. 

In a sense it is a response to the chal- 
lenge of Bishop Hanns Lilje of Germany 
when he said, “Stewardship is equivalent 
to a program for putting Christ into all 
aspects of life.” 

Man has received property and revela- 
tion as a trust from God. Both must be 
administered for the welfare and benefit 
of others in keeping with the radical 
demands of God for justice, mercy and 
faithfulness and in grateful response to 
the goodness and grace of God. 

The administration of property, time 
and talents for the glory of God is self- 
discipline by which the self is put to 
death and at the same time Jesus Christ 
is enthroned as Lord in every aspect of 
life. It may be especially the person who 
does not want to give who most needs 
to give in order that his ego may be sub- 
dued. The good steward has arrived when 
he can say sincerely, “the love of Christ 
controls—that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him.” 
Giving must be motivated and the mo- 
tivation will center either in Christ or 
in self. To the degree that it centers in 
self, all sorts of abuses will develop. To 
the degree that the administration of the 
trust centers in Christ, human needs will 
be met and God will be glorified. 

C. Morton HANNA. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. 
LUTHER’S WORKS. Vol. 34—Career of 


the Reformer IV, edited by Lewis W. Spitz. 
Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. 387 pp., 
$5. 


The various volumes of Luther’s works, 
handsomely printed and bound, and ably 
edited, continue to come from the Con- 
cordia Publishing House and the Muh- 
lenberg Press—all valuable for the spe- 
cialist, and many for the non-specialist 
as well. This is a volume for the his- 
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torian and theologian. The documents 
which it contains come from the “older’’ 
Luther, but from a Luther who has lost 
none of his vigor as a polemicist. Espe- 
cially valuable is the preface which he 
wrote for the “Complete Edition of [his] 
Latin ritings” in 1545, in which he brief- 
ly recalls and summarizes his early days 
as a Reformer. 
ERNEST T. THOMPSON. 


LET’S ALL SING. James F. Leisy. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. 176 pp., $1.75, 
Paper. 

An interesting collection of 153 songs, 
some of them not often found in the same 
company (The Blue-Tail Fly, Goober 
Peas, Whispering Hope, Fairest Lord 
Jesus, Jacob’s Ladder, The Twelve Days 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Theological Foundation of Law. 
Jacques Ellul. Doubleday & Co., N. Y. 
$3.95. 

Metaphysies. Aristotle, Richard Hope, 
trans. University of Michigan Press, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. $2.45, paper. 

Community, State and Church. Karl 
Barth. Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. 95¢, 
paper. 








New in the Reflection Series, Association 
Press, New York, 50¢ each, paper: 
First Steps in Theology. Jack Finegan. 
The Witness of Kierkegaard. Carl Mi- 
chalson, editor. 
By John Calvin. Selected by Hugh T. 
Kerr. 
Evidence of Eternity. Compiled by Hazel 


of Christmas). 


Davis Clark. 





ask your bookseller 


for today’s ministry 


REDEMPTIVE COUNSELING 
DayTON G. VAN DEUSEN. Realizing that there is still much 
hesitancy toward accepting counseling as a function of the 
ministry, Van Deusen calls the church to utilize the in- 
sights and methods of psychotherapy in its work for the 
whole redemption of man. He gives a skillful synthesis of 
technical and difficult material and illustrates his points 
with pertinent case studies. $3.50 


A THEOLOGY OF PROCLAMATION © 


Dietricu RitscH. In vital, stringent prose, Ritschl puts. 
forth a theology of preaching based on the faith that the 
sermon is to be the Word of God. He does not give recipes 
for successful preaching but ‘considers that all matters of 
technique grow out of theology and exegesis. An original 
approach to a thorny problem. < $3:50 


THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL 
CurT KUHL. In this up-to-date treatment of the prophetic 
movement in Israel’s history, the author’s concern lies with 
the lives, activities, and writings of the men who con- 
tributed to this unique phenomenon. He also considers 
prophecy in the ancient Near East, showing differences 
and similarities between Israel’s prophets and her neigh- 
bors. An authoritative study of prophetic literature. $3.50 


ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL 
Waicrak Lutui. These strong, vibrant messages follow the 
sequence of John’s Gospel, revealing the total panorama 
of its meaning to us and to all time. Directed toward the 
very heart of human sin, they declare forgiveness and free- 
dom to a world enslaved by fear and pride. Exposition 
and comments in the finest biblical style. - . “$5.00 


OHN KNOX PRESS 


PUBLISHER OF THE 
LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. Richard Hobson from Stanfield, N. C., 
to the Shiloh church, Box 55, Grover, 
N. C. 

Henry E. Acklen from Houston, Texas, 
to the First church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Otis L. Fisher from Huntington, W. Va., 
to 5211 Perrow Dr., Charleston 2, W. Va. 

William Brown from Fairhope, Ala., 
to 6123 Archdale Dr., Guilford College, 
N. C. 

C. R. Stegall of Black Mountain, N. C., 
is retiring from the active pastorate in 
January. 

Marsh M. Callaway from Good 
La., to Box 157, Destrehan, La. 








Hope, 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Gary Demarest from Kansas City, Mo., 
to Hamburg, N. Y., Jan. 1 when he will 
become pastor of the Hamburg church. 

N. Carl Elder from Clyde, Ohio, to 1003 
Buckland Ave., Fremont, Ohio. 

William F. Wefer from Sabael, N. Y., 
to 33 Morgan Circle, Swarthmore, Pa. 


McCormick Graduates 


Among the graduates of McCormick 
Seminary for this year who have taken 
work not reported here earlier are: 

William Moody, Washington Avenue 
church, 6th and Washington Ave., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Donald Olds, graduate study, University 
of Chicago, 

Thomas Patterson, First 
Juliand St., Bainbridge, N. Y. 

Roy Hess, M. A. graduate, Waunakee, 
Wis., church, and part-time chaplain for 
Presbyterians in Madison, Wis., hospitals. 


DEATHS 


Henry C. Schuler, 85, missionary to 
Iran for more than 45 years, died Oct. 22 
in Duarte, Calif... where he had lived 
since his retirement in 1945. 

Robert S. Marsden, 55, died Oct. 23 of 
a heart attack while attending a service 
in Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
at Middletown, Pa., where he lived. He 
was one of the founders of the Orthodox 
denomination and at the time of his death 
was executive secretary of Westminster 
Seminary. 

Robert D. Daffin, Jr., 79, died Oct. 11 in 
Panama City, Fla. He was a missionary 
to Brazil 1905-30, following which he held 
pastorates in Ripley, Miss., and Amite, 
La., and St. Andrew, Fla. A minister-son 
is Robert D, 3d, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa 

Howard S. Williams, 82, died Sept. 
in Hattiesburg, Miss. A newspaper man, 
he served for more than 35 years as a lay 
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evangelist, being ordained in 1956 by Me- 
ridian (Miss.) Presbytery, serving the 
Petal, Miss., church. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 


JAPAN: the James Cogswells, 420 Pres- 
cott St., Memphis 11, Tenn. 

CENTRAL BraZi_: the Peter G. Bakers, 
38 Alexander St., Princeton, N. J. 

CAMEROUN: Alexander L. Anderson, 
Brown Hall, Princeton Seminary, Prince- 
ton, N. J.; the Richard L. Grouts, 5639 
Kirkwood Pl., Seattle 3, Wash. 

CoLomBIA: Ruth W. Bradley, 
Springs, N. Y. 

GUATEMALA: the Ralph D. Winters, 533 
Harmosa St., S. Pasadena, Calif.; the 
Robert C. Thorps (she is at 3605 W. 54th 
St., Minneapolis 10; he, at 47 Claremont 
Ave., N. Y¥. C. 37). 

HonG Kone: the Andrew T. Roys, 58-37 
Hoffman Ave., Philadelphia 43, Pa. 

INprA: the Calvin Hazletts, 47 Clare- 
mont Ave., N. Y. C. 27; the E. Graham 
Parkers, 537 W. Main St., Sterling, Kans. 

IRAN: Gertrude C. Winkelman, 1417 
Railroad Ave., St. Helena, Calif. 

Korea: the Harry J. Hills, 256 Russell 
Rd., Jackson, Tenn.; Minnie C. Davie, 30 
Waverly Rd., San Anselmo, Calif.; the 
Peter Van Leirops, 47 Claremont Ave., 
N. ¥. C. 2. 

PAKISTAN: Marian T. Peterson, 
Lafond Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn. 

SyrRIA-LEBANON: Faith Winger, 
Anthony Ave., Broomall, Pa. 

THAILAND: the Roy C. Downs, E. T. C. 
Stony Point, N. Y.; the A. G. Seigles, 
170 S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena 5, Calif.; 
Esther Twelker, 16401 Matilija Dr., Las 
Gatos, Calif. 
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MONTREAT ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
An Affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts—Business Education—Music 
Terminal Courses—Business and Church Secretary 
Total Cost $805—Liberal Scholarships 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box O, Montreat, N.C. 





A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 
One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


AT BOSSEY 


Among the seven students from the 
United States currently enrolled in the 
graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
at Bossey, Switzerland, is Robert Mays, 
Gordon, Nebr., a graduate of Hastings 
College and San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. 


DCEs 


R. Jeanell Morris, 1960 graduate of 
McCormick Seminary, has become direc- 
tor of Christian Education in Central 
church, 433 Grape St., Abilene, Texas. 


UNION SEMINARY, N. Y. 


Edmund A. Steimle of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, cur- 
rently on the nationwide radio Protestant 
Hour, has been named Brown Professor 
of Homiletics at Union Seminary, New 
York, succeeding Paul E. Scherer. 
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MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 
In the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Nondenom- 
inational. Fully accredited. High standards. Small classes. 
Excellent instruction. Preparation for advanced academic 
work ; specific vocational training 
« Basic Liberal Arts + Voice + Piano 
« Organ + Terminal Business Education 
Established 1856 Dorms. Delightful ciimate. 
accessible. Scholarships. Liberally endowed. Rate 
Catalog. Indicate grades in school. 
John P. Montgomery, President. 
Mitchell College. Statesville, North Carolina 
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Fine Arts Center 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 
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accredited. Four-year liberal arts. sciences, business, education. 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic. 
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Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition. $1,047. Cata- 
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